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ORDINANCE on the State Requirements for Recognition of University Education 
Acquired in Foreign Institutions of Higher Learning, and of Periods of Studies 

Completed at Such Establishments 
Adopted by Council of Ministers Decree No. 168 of 14.08.2000, promulgated in the 

State Gazette No. 69/22.08.2000 
Text in Bulgarian: Наредба за държавните изисквания за признаване на придобито 

висше образование и завършени периоди на обучение в чуждестранни висши училища  
Chapter I 
 
General Provisions 
Article 1. The Ordinance specifies the State requirements for recognition of university 

education acquired in foreign institutions of higher learning and of periods of studies 
completed at such establishments. 

Article 2. All the Bulgarian citizens, foreign nationals, and persons having a refugee 
status, who have studied at foreign institutions of higher learning that are set up and operating 
in accordance with the legislation of the country, in which the university education is acquired, 
or who have completed periods of studies there, shall be entitled to a recognition of their 
university education or of the completed periods of education. 

Article 3. The recognition of the university education or of the completed periods of 
studies completed at foreign higher educational establishments, shall not be discriminated 
against on grounds of age, gender, race, disability, language, religion, political or other beliefs, 
on national, ethnic or social grounds, or based on adherence to a national minority, or for 
reasons of property, origin or any other reason, which is not related to the education that must 
be recognised. 

Article 4 (1). The university education acquired at a foreign higher educational 
establishment shall be certified by a diploma or by another similar document issued by an 
educational institution recognised by a competent State body in respect of a part of the secular 
university educational system of the respective State. 

Article 4 (2). The period of studies forming part of an university programme, completed 
at a higher educational establishment and recognised by a competent State authority in respect 
of a part of the secular university educational system of the respective State, shall be certified 
by means of an academic certificate or of another similar document. 

Article 4 (3). A competent authority for recognition of a university education in the 
meaning of paragraph (1) shall be the minister of education and science, and in the meaning 
of paragraph (2) - the headmaster of the higher school, which the person has asked to 
recognise a period of studies made there. 

Chapter II 
 
Recognition of university education acquired in foreign institutions of higher learning 
Article 5. The recognition of a university education acquired in foreign institutions of 

higher learning is an official written confirmation of the value of the diploma or of another 
similar document issued by the educational establishment, which is recognised by a 
competent State authority as part of the secular university educational system of the 
respective State. 

Article 6. The recognition of a university education acquired in foreign institutions of 
higher learning shall have the following objectives: 

 
1. To facilitate the access to further education in the university education system, to 

higher vocational training, and to the acquisition of a PhD; 
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2. To enable the use of a scientific title; 
 
3. To facilitate the access to the labour market. 
Article 7 (1). The procedure for recognition of a university education acquired in foreign 

institutions of higher learning shall be organised and held by the Ministry of Education and 
Science. 

Article 7 (2). The minister of education and science shall issue an Order by virtue of 
which he shall appoint a Commission with one chairperson, 10 members - persons having 
academic rank in the main areas of university education - and 2 representatives of the 
Ministry of Education and Science. During the discussion of specific cases, representatives of 
ministries, agencies, higher educational establishments, and other institutions may be invited. 

Article 7 (3). The Commission, which is constituted pursuant to paragraph (2), shall 
have a mandate of 2 years, shall sit at least once every 2 months, and shall adopt its decisions 
by simple majority. 

Article 8 (1). The persons wishing to have their university education recognised must 
submit to the Ministry of Education and Science the following documents: 

 
1. Application; 
 
2. Diploma for a completed secondary education; 
 
3. The original and 2 copies of the diploma for a completed secondary education or of 

another similar document issued by the educational establishment, which is recognised by a 
competent State authority as part of the secular university educational system of the 
respective State; 

 
4. The original and 2 copies of the supplement to the diploma; 
 
5. Document of paid State fee to cover the expenses of the procedure for recognition of 

the diploma; 
 
6. The original and a copy of an identity document; 
 
7. Declaration confirming the authenticity of the mentioned data, and verifying that the 

signatory is familiar with the penal responsibility he/she bears under the Penal Code of the 
Republic of Bulgaria in case of submitting untrue facts. 

Article 8 (2). If requested by the Commission, the applicants shall submit other relevant 
documents concerning the recognition of the diploma. 

Article 8 (3). The documents under paragraph (1), items 2-5 and under paragraph (2) 
shall be legalised, translated and certified in conformity with the provisions of the 
international agreements between the Republic of Bulgaria and the country, which has issued 
them, and in the absence of such provisions - pursuant to the accepted order of legalisation, 
translation and certification of documents and other documentary materials. 

Article 8 (4). The respective civil servant shall check the documents under paragraph (1) 
and immediately after the checking, shall return the original of the identity document. 

Article 9. The Commission that was constituted under article 7, paragraph (2), shall have 
the following functions: 

 
1. to analyse the submitted university diplomas and the other documents related to its 

recognition; 
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2. to request additional information from the person and/or the educational establishment, 

which had issued the university diploma, or the competent authorities of the State of 
acquisition of university education; 

 
3. to carry out expert assessment of the submitted documents; 
 
4. to submit to the minister of education and science, not later than one week after its 

meeting, a report containing its opinion on the diplomas submitted for recognition. 
Article 10. The recognition procedure shall comprise the following stages: 
 
1. verification of the authenticity of the documents, pursuant to article 8; 
 
2. comparison of the data from the diploma and from the other submitted documents 

with the State requirements for acquisition of university education in the same and/or in a 
similar course of study in the Republic of Bulgaria; 

 
3. adoption of a decision to recognise the university education, or to refuse to recognise 

that education; 
 
4. issuing a certificate of recognition, in conformity with the enclosed format (See 

Annex). 
Article 11 (1). The recognition of a university education acquired in foreign institutions 

of higher learning shall be done by comparison of the data from the submitted documents 
with the approved requirements for acquisition of university education in the same and/or in a 
similar course of study in university establishments of the Republic of Bulgaria. 

Article 11 (2). The following indicators shall be taken into consideration for the 
purposes of recognition of university education acquired abroad: 

 
1. method of enrolment; 
 
2. length of study; 
 
3. total number of hours (horarium); 
 
4. ratio between the subjects and the number of hours per each subject to ensure the 

fundamental, special and specialised education; 
 
5. ratio between the subjects and the number of hours per each subject to ensure the 

theoretical and practical education; 
 
6. method of graduation. 
Article 12 (1). The recognition of a university education acquired abroad, shall be 

refused in the following cases: 
 
1. in the presence of major differences between the data from the submitted documents 

and the requirements for acquisition of university education in the same and/or in a similar 
course of study in Bulgarian university establishments; 

 
2. if the diploma was issued by a foreign educational establishment, which is not 
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recognised by a competent State body of the respective country as part of the secular 
university educational system of the respective State. 

Article 12 (2). Any refusal made in accordance with paragraph (1) shall be substantiated. 
Article 13. Upon the request of the person who has been refused a recognition of his/her 

university diploma, the Commission shall inform that person of the possible measures he/she 
may take to receive recognition at a later stage, including by sitting for supplementary 
examinations. 

Article 14 (1). The certificate issued under the provisions of article 10, item 4, shall be 
valid on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria only, and shall grant no rights, which that 
person may use in his/her relations with a third party. 

Article 14 (2). The certificate is protected against forfeiture with a special sign. 
Chapter III 
 
Recognition of periods of studies completed at foreign institutions of higher learning 
Article 15 (1). Recognising periods of studies means establishing a correspondence 

between a part of a university curriculum, which had been assessed and documented by a 
foreign higher educational establishment, and the curriculum of the Bulgarian educational 
establishment, the recognition of which is sought. 

Article 15 (2) The higher educational establishment shall organise the activities relating 
to the recognition of the periods of studies in conformity with the order and conditions 
stipulated in the Rules for its management and activities, and by observing the respective 
requirements for acquisition of university education in the same and/or similar course of study 
at Bulgarian institutions of higher learning. 

Article 16. In the presence of major differences, the higher educational establishment 
shall inform the person of the person of the possible measures he/she may take to receive 
recognition at a later stage, including by sitting for supplementary examinations. 

Chapter IV 
 
Information database of the activities relating to the recognition of university education 

acquired in foreign institutions of higher learning, and of periods of studies completed at such 
establishments 

Article 17 (1). The activities relating to the recognition of university education acquired 
in foreign institutions of higher learning and of periods of studies completed at such 
establishments shall be assisted by the National Information Centre for Academic 
Recognition and Mobility, which was constituted by the minister of education and science. 

Article 17 (2). The National Information Centre of Academic Recognition and Mobility 
is member of the European Network for Recognition and Mobility (ENIC). 

Article 18. The National Information Centre for Academic Recognition and Mobility 
shall: 

 
1. provide the competent authorities of the countries parties to the Convention on 

recognition of qualifications relating to higher education in the European region (State 
Gazette No. 51/2000), foreign institutions of higher learning, and citizens with information 
about the system of higher education in the Republic of Bulgaria; 

 
2. collect, summarise and submit to the competent national authorities, to higher 

educational establishments and to citizens information relating to the higher education 
systems in the countries parties to the Convention; 

 
3. inform the Commission constituted under article 7, paragraph (2), about the main 
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documents adopted by the European network ENIC concerning academic recognition, as well 
as about the decisions of the network's annual plenary sessions; 

 
4. inform the Commission constituted under article 7, paragraph (2), about the decisions 

of the Committee for implementation of the Convention, and about the documents approved 
by that Committee; 

 
5. Upon request, inform the Bulgarian and foreign institutions and citizens about the 

State requirements for recognition of higher education acquired in foreign institutions of 
higher learning. 

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS 
§ 1. Persons who, for reasons beyond their control, such as e. g. acts of God, major 

accidents or military action on the territory of the State of their studies, cannot present a 
university diploma or a certificate proving a completed period of study, may ask for 
verification of these facts by the court, pursuant to the Civil Procedure Code. 

§ 2. The practising of a profession on the basis of university education that has been 
recognised pursuant to the Ordinance shall be regulated under conditions and in the order 
specified by a law or by another normative act. 

FINAL PROVISIONS 
§ 3. (1) The minister of education shall determine the composition of the Commission 

constituted pursuant to article 7, paragraph (2) within 2 months of the date on which the 
present Ordinance will take effect. 

 
(2) The first session of the Commission constituted pursuant to article 7, paragraph (2) 

shall take place not later than three months after the present Ordinance comes into effect 
§ 4. The present Ordinance shall be issued on the basis of article 9, paragraph (3), item 9 

of the Higher Education Act. 
                                           Appendix to article 10, item 4: 
 

REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE 

CERTIFICATE 
On the grounds of article 10, paragraph (2), item 4 of the Higher Education 
Act, I certify herewith the I recognise the higher education of ........... 
........................................................................... 
........................................................................... 
(First name, middle name, family name, EGN, date and place of birth, 
nationality), and the educational / qualification degree of................ 
........................................................................... 
(Bachelor of Arts/Science, Master of Science, specialist in................ 
..........................................................................) 
In the specialty / area of study.................................(subject). 
Mr/Mrs..................................................................... 
Has completed the course of................................................ 
(Degree of acquired higher education) 
At......................................................................... 
(Name of the foreign institution of higher learning) 
In......................................................................... 
(Name of the country of graduation) 
                                                 MINISTER 


